The structure of TMC-86A was determined by the analyses of ID and 2D NMRand MS spectra. The 13C
NMR spectrum displayed 16 signals composed of two -CH3, six -CH2-one =CH2, two >CH-, two quaternary carbons, and three carbonyl carbons. The !H NMR spectrum showed four D2Oexchangeable protons. In thê^H COSYspectrum, four sequential proton networks of
-2"CH2-3"CH2-4"CH3 were observed (Fig. 1 ). The presence of the epoxy ring was indicated by the chemical shift ofC-l methylene (<5C 47.9, <5H 3.07 and 3.08), and characteristic coupling constants: lJc_H=lS03 Hz and gen\/H_H=5.6Hz. The connection of these structural fragments was deduced from the observation of the HMBC correlations as shown in Fig. 1 . The correlations from C-3 (5 206.2) to H-4, H-5, H-l and H-8; and from C-2 (S 62.9) to H-l and H-8 ( Fig.  1) , along with the existence of the epoxy ring, indicated the presence of the epoxy-/3-aminoketone moiety. A sequential loss of the assigned fragments was seen in the EI-MS 55 (ddd, 3.3, 7 .4, 9.9) 2.00 (dd, 9.9, 14.5) 2.41 (dd, 3.3, 14. spectrum (Fig 1) .
The lU and 13C NMRdata of TMC-86B corresponded well to those of TMC-86Aexcept for the signals of the fatty acid moiety (C-2" to C-4" in TMC-86A). The nbutanoyl group in TMC-86Awas replaced by 6-hydrooxy-6-methlheptanoyl group in TMC-86B. Thus the planar structure of TMC-86B was determined to be the 6"-hydroxyl analog of eponemycin2j3).
The structure determination of TMC-96 was accomplished in the same way as described above by the NMRstudies involving lR-lR COSY, HMQC, HMBCand JAN. 2000 EI-MS fragmentation.
The configuration of serine in TMC-86A and B, and threonine in TMC-96 was determined to be L by chiral TLC analyses of their acid hydrolysate. The stereochemistry at C-2 and C-4 remains to be determined. 
